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Abstract:

This paper explores the specific features and instructional process of
teaching geographical and origin-related nouns to foreign students of
the Faculty of Medicine at Geomedi University. The students are
learning Georgian as a second language. These types of lexical units play
an essential role both linguistically and in everyday communication, as
they express the connection between people or objects and
geographical spaces. For foreign learners, acquiring and understanding
such nouns presents challenges due to the complexity of word
formation processes, the diversity of affixes, and the nuances of
meaning. The study analyzes the structural characteristics of
geographical and origin-related nouns, identifies typical learner errors,
and investigates their underlying causes. Special attention is given to
effective teaching strategies, including the use of visual materials,
dialogic texts, and intercultural activities. These approaches
significantly contribute to the development of students’ linguistic
competence and the enhancement of their cultural awareness. The
proposed methods facilitate a clearer understanding of how spatial
relationships are expressed in Georgian and promote their functional

use in communication.

Keywords: Georgian as a second language; geographical and origin-

related nouns; affixes; teaching strategies.

Introduction Medicine of University Geomedi. The course

is divided into four parts. The first three parts

The Georgian language is taught to focus on grammar and aim to develop basic

international students at the Faculty of
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communicative competence in Georgian at

the Al level.

These sections include essential nouns,
verbs, phrases, and grammatical structures
necessary for the students’ daily life. The
fourth part is specifically dedicated to
medical phrases, dialogues, and conversations

commonly used in clinical settings.

This article discusses a specific topic
taught to second-year medical students of
Geomedi University, which, in our view, is

essential from a practical standpoint.

In the modern world, one of the primary
goals of teaching a second foreign language is
to develop linguistic competence that enables
students to communicate -effectively in
diverse cultural environments. In the
Georgian language, ethnonymic names
require the addition of various suffixes to
convey different meanings, which sometimes
creates difficulties for foreign language
learners when studying these names. For
learner groups, it is important not only to
memorize such types of names but also to
understand their correct grammatical forms
and situational usage. Therefore, it is essential
to present appropriate analytical materials
and carefully selected exercises, and to work

on them thoroughly.

The aim of this paper is to analyze the
difficulties encountered by foreign language
students during the learning process. The
study focuses on how geographical and
ethnonymic names should be taught

correctly and effectively, examining their
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grammatical structure, semantic content,
teaching methods applied, challenges faced,

and practical recommendations.

Methodology

To achieve the research objectives, a desk
researcher method was applied, specifically
the review and analysis of existing scholarly
literature, which helped shape the theoretical
framework of the study. Additionally,
analytical and descriptive methods were

used.
Disscusion on the Topic

Geographical and origin-based nouns are
formed through the addition of various
affixes, and they differ by type and origin. A
geographical noun refers to a specific
geographical location and is formed using
suffixes such as -et, -is, -a, -ia and prefix-
suffix combinations like sa-o, sa—et (e.g.,
Fineti, Dmanisi, litva (Lithuania), italia

(Italy), saphrangeti (France).

The suffix -et is the most widely used and
is added to the root of nouns denoting
countries, tribes, rivers, regions, etc., thus
forming a geographical noun (e.g., Svaneti,
Kakheti, Somkheti (Armenia), rumineti

(Romania), dasavleti (West).

According to V. Topuria, most
geographical names are either of composite
origin or formed through prefix-suffix
combinations. He considers the suffixes -et
and -ta as phonetically related and cites Niko

Marr's view, who believed that the suffix -et
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signified both plurality and location in
toponyms (5. 286).

A. Shanidze also views the suffix -et as the
primary marker of geographical names. He
notes that some geographical names are based
on words denoting plants, animals, birds, or
minerals, and many originate from
surnames—especially common in villages of
Kakheti, Pshavi, and Khevsureti: Kaishaurni,
Machkhaani, Vachnadziani, Gogolaurta (11.
136).

Geographical names ending in -is often
derives from the genitive case, although the
root has lost its genitive meaning. According
to A. Shanidze, such names are remnants of
Old Georgian usage, where the -is ending is
no longer understood as a genitive but rather
as a fossilized form. Hence, the -is suffix is not
considered a productive affix but rather a case
ending whose meaning has shifted (11. 114).
Examples include: manglisi, kutaisi, inglisi

(England), urbnisi, tbilisi, dmanisi.

B. Jorbenadze refers to these -is suffix
nouns as “pseudo-genitive substantives” (e.g.,
Shindisi) and calls the -et suffix a “localizing

formant” (e.g., Russia — Ruseti) (13. 51-52).

An origin-based noun, on the other hand,
denotes a person’s or object’s geographical,
ethnic, or cultural origin (Kartveli
[Georgian], Kutaisuri [from Kutaisi], Megruli
[Mingrelian]). The most productive suffixes

to express origin are -el and -ur / -ul.

The suffix -el indicates a person's place of
origin (11. 127). Shanidze mentions that
historically, the suffix -el was used instead of
DOI: 10.56580/GEOMEDI72
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-et or -is, which points to its antiquity. For
example, people from Shindisi or Ts’avkisi
call themselves Shindelebi or Ts’avkelebi.
Similarly, we have Dusheti — Dusheli, Tbeti —
Tbeli. (11.127). Today, however, these
suffixes are no longer dropped, and both
forms are commonly used: Mangliseli,
Kutaiseli, Tbiliseli, Dusheteli, Tbeteli.

The suffixes -ur / -ul are used to denote the
origin of non-human entities (11. 127):
Imeruli [Imeretian], Kartluri [from Kartli],
Dasavluri [Western], Espanuri [Spanish],
Islandiuri [Icelandic]. These types of nouns
always refer to inanimate objects: imeruli
saxli (Imeretian house), qartuli dialeqti
(Kartlian dialect), dasavluri kultura (Western
culture), espanuri ph;amengo (Spanish
flamenco), islandiuri ludi (Icelandic beer),
etc. Foreign students are introduced to the
main affixes from the beginning of their
studies, through tables and charts containing

relevant examples.
Examples of Geografical Nouns:
Sa — o saqartvelo (Georgia), samacgablo ..

-et — indoeti (India), bulfareti (Bulgaria),

rumineti (Romania)...

-ia - italia (Italy), norvegia (norway), brazilia

(Brasil), irlandia (Irland), iaponia (Japan)...

Sa — et saphrangeti (France), saberdzneti

(Greece)...

-is inglisi (Ingland), tbilisi, bolnisi, dmanisi
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Origin-Based Nouns:

With —el suffix (used only for people):
ukraineli (Ukrainian), holandieli (Dutch),
kakheli (Kakhetian), imereli (Imeretian),
vietnameli (Vietnamese), pakistaneli
(Pakistani), nepaleli (Nepali), etc. These
nouns indicate a person's nationality or
geographical origin: danieli profesori (Danish
professor), germanely iuristi (German
lawyer), espaneli zhurnalisti (Spanish
journalist), kubeli masts’avlebeli (Cuban

teacher).

Some origin-based names in Georgian do
not use the -el suffix. These exceptions
require focused memorization and contextual
understanding, supported by exercises. The
comparative method is particularly effective
when teaching these forms. Students are
provided with short texts where they identify
affixed and non-affixed forms and analyze

them.

Practical experience has shown that this
independent, analytical work—identifying
noun types, suffixes, their meanings, and
providing corresponding examples—is highly
engaging for students, as it fosters
independent thinking and conclusion-

drawing.

Without suffix

slovaki (Slovak)

with suffix -el

Danieli (Danish)

espaneli (Spanish) turqi (Turkish)
brazilieli (Brazilian) phrangi (French)
kolumbieli ]

. berdzeni (Greek)
(Colombian)
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with suffix -el Without suffix
norvegieli dmbomero
(Norwegian) (Mongolian)
Chineli (Chinese) shvedi (Swedish)
iaponeli (Japanese)  khorvati (Croatian)
portugalieli cajiki (Tajik)
(Portuguese)
irlandieli (Irish) serbi (Serbian)
islandieli (Icelandic) belorusi (Belarusian)
eraqeli (Iraqi) q’irgizi (Kyrgyz)
libaneli (Lebanese)  uzbeki (Uzbek)

The suffixes -ur / -ul are used to indicate

the origin of non-human entities (11. 127).

o Inglisuri dzaghli / germanuli ludi (an
English dog / a German beer)

e Induri cekva / qartuli satchmeli (an
Indian dance / Georgian food)

o Aphrikuli lomi / italiuri ghvino (an

African lion / Italian wine)

While the suffixes -ur/-ul may appear in
various syntactic positions, it is generally
advisable not to emphasize this variation at
the early stages of instruction, as it may
further complicate the learning process for

foreign students.
Particularly important:

The distinction between the questions
“Where are you from?” (saidan khar?) vs
“What is your origin?” (sadauri khar?)

requires special attention:
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The first question requires a place
name, typically using the ablative

suffix -idan/-dan:

saidan khar? (Where are you from?)
— me var
indoetidan/serbiidan/monakodan (I

am from India / Serbia / Monaco)

The second question requires
nationality, formed with the -el suffix:
sadauri khar? (What is your origin?)
— me var indoeli/serbi/monakoeli (I

am Indian / Serbian / Monacan).

Common Difficulties (Typical Errors):

1.

Incorrect use of case endings:

Students often omit the -idan/-dan
suffix and instead use the nominative
or locative case’s (-shi) forms: me var
indoeti (I am India) or me var
indoetshi (I am in India) instead of the
correct: me var indoetidan ( I am from
India).

Misplacement of suffixes -eli and -

uri/-uli:

Errors include using human-related
suffixes for non-human nouns or vice
versa, e.g.:Amerikuli kata (an
American cat) or kanaduri gogo (a
Canadian girl)
ungreli prophesori (a Hungarian
professor) or rumineli koleji (a

Romanian college).
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In English, such distinctions are not
morphologically  expressed (e.g.,
Hungarian can refer to both a person
and an object), which leads to

interference.

. Incorrect affix combination: Students

sometimes combine the root of a place

with the wrong suffix:

Kakheteli
(instead of indoeli, ungreli, kakheli)

Indoeteli, Ungreteli,

. Mixing up the questions leads to

Incorrect answers:
Where are you from? — I am Indian

gin? — I am from India

. Difficulty in memorizing and

pronouncing suffixes, especially -el, -
ur, -idan, etc. However, with frequent
repetition and exposure to structured
patterns and  examples, these

challenges can be overcome.

Sample Exercises (From a Large Set):

. Chemi megobari ....... — amerikelia /

amerikulia

My friend is American.

2. Shirafi aris.......... — induri / indoeli

Giraffe is Indian.

.......... khachapuri dzalian gemrielia.

— qarttvelia / qartuli
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Georgian  Khachapuri is very
delicious.

4. Giorgi akhla ....... (saberdznetshi /
berdznetshi) aris, ............ (berdznuli
/  berdzeni) kultura  dzalian
sainteresoa.

Giorgi is now in Greece; Greek culture

is interesting.

5. Zhorzhi saphrangetidanaa. is .........
— phrangia / phrangelia / phrangulia.

George is from France. He is French.

6. Sharlota aris  eeeenn...
(inglisidan/inglisi) da is .......

(ingliselia / inglisuria)

Charlotte is from England, and she is
English girl.

Sample Dialogue:

e gamarjobal

e Hello!
e gamarjobal
e Hello!

e Saidan khar?

e  Where are you from?

e Me ukrainidan var, shen saidan khar?

e Iam from Ukraine. Where are you?

e Me saberdznetidan var. shen sadauri
khar?

e I am from Greece. What is your
nationality?

e Me ukraineli var, shen?

e I am Ukrainian and you?
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e Me saberdznetshi vtckhovrob,
magram ar var berdzeni, poloneli var.
e [Ilive in Greece, but I am not Greeke,

I am Polish.
Sample Text:

Sharlota chemi megobaria. is tskhovrobs
londonshi.  Is  ingliselia. is  akhla
saphrangetshia, is parizis universitetshi
sts’avlobs. misi mshobliuri ena inglisuria,
magram man aseve itsis phranguli dzalian
kargad. Mec vsts’avlob parizshi. Me vitsi
phranguli da qartuli. Qartuli chemi

mshobliuri enaa. Me ar vitsi inglisuri kargad.

Charlotte is my friend. She lives in
London. She is English.

Now she is in France, studying at the
University of Paris.

Her native language is English, but she also
knows French very well.

I am also studying in Paris. I know French
and Georgian.

Georgian is my native language. I don’t
know English well.

Conclusion:

The teaching of geographical and origin-
based nouns in Georgian is not limited to
grammatical form recognition. Rather, it
facilitates deeper communicative functions
— enabling students to adapt to new
environments, engage in interpersonal
communication, construct dialogues, and

express their own identity.
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According to modern pedagogical principles,

grammar  instruction  should  serve
communicative goals. Therefore, the most
effective approaches for teaching these noun

forms include:

o Explicit explanation

e Question-and-answer activities
o Dialogue practice

o Comparative analysis

¢ Demonstration-based methods

These methods not only improve linguistic
competence, but also support intercultural
awareness and learner autonomy - both
essential components of successful second

language acquisition
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